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Feature Stories

Austin, Texas

A horse-drawn carriage
near the Capitol. Photo
credit: Austin Convention
and Visitors Bureau

Located in the heart of
Texas along the Colorado
River, Austin is an
interesting juxtaposition of
small town and big city,
laid back and driven,
outdoors and uptown.
Read more...

Saratoga Springs, NY
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Battlefield Memorial. Photo
credit: Saratoga
Convention and Tourism
Bureau and Tom Stock
Studios

Just 30 minutes north of
Albany, Saratoga offers
fascinating museums,
famous mineral baths,
legendary horse racing,
first-rate dance and
music, lake cruises and
great golf, plus beautifully
restored Victorian homes
and appealing shops and
restaurants. Read more...

B&B Tips

A

Holiday Travel Tips
by Kathleen Ameche

If you’ll be traveling during the holidays — Thanksgiving,
Christmas, Easter, July 4, Labor Day, and so on — delays
are the rule, not the exception. And delays are especially
irritating at holiday time, when you’re particularly eager to
reach your destination.

Let’s face it: delays are outside your control, but there are
things that you can do to minimize them. The following tips
will help you get the most out of your holiday getaway:

e Start early. The first flight out is always the best,
especially on the busiest travel days of the year. As
soon as delays begin, they quickly compound as the
day progresses. If you’re booked on a later flight but
want to get a jump on things, you can always
check-in for an earlier flight on a standby basis.
Individuals clear the standby list on a first-come,
first-served basis, so the earlier you get to the
airport and add your name to the list the better.
Policies differ from one airline to the next, but most
do not charge a change fee if you fly standby on the
same day as your ticketed flight.

o Check the weather forecast for your destination
city, as well as any stopover cities on your route.
Whether you use the Internet, The Weather Channel,
or even the newspaper, find out if nasty
meteorological conditions might cause delays. If
adverse weather is predicted any place you are
going, be especially sure to get an early start.

e Check the airline’s website for information. Before
leaving for the airport, always check the airline
website for current flight information. Be sure they
have your cell phone number and/or email address
so their automatic notification systems can keep you
up-to-date on any flight changes.

e Try to fly nonstop. You may have bought a
money-saving ticket that routes you through multiple
cities on the same carrier. If so and you know that
your airline services your destination direct from
your starting point, be sure to ask at the airport if
you can catch the next direct flight — especially if
you expect foul weather ahead. If there’s room (and
if the ticket agent is in a good mood), you may get
the nonstop flight at no extra charge.

e Travel light. Ship any gifts ahead, then take the
minimum of clothes in a carry-on bag. You won'’t
have to worry about lost luggage (not uncommon
during the holidays), and you’ll have a lot more
flexibility when it comes to flight changes.
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